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• ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

9. What method did the 

military use to fill its 

ranks with the millions 

needed to fight?

10. What effect did the 

Spanish Flu have on the 

population?



Click – 3m song

Ode to the American Doughboys

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k9XZB6O26w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k9XZB6O26w


Over There

VERSE 1:
Johnnie, get your gun, get your gun, get your gun,
Take it on the run, on the run, on the run,
Hear them calling you and me, ev’ry son of liberty
Hurry right away, no delay, go today
Make your Daddy glad to have had such a lad,
Tell your sweetheart not to pine, to be proud her boy’s in line 

CHORUS:
Over there, over there, send the word, send the word, over
there, That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming, The
drums rum-tumming ev’-ry where So pre-pare, say a prayer,
send the word, send the word to beware We’ll be over, we’re 
coming over, And we won’t come back 'til it’s over OVER THERE!

What is this song saying?
What seems to be the purpose of this song?

What is this 
line about? 

Who is 
coming? 

Who is 
that? 

Who is to 
beware? 

When are they 
coming back? 



Over There

VERSE 2:
Johnnie, get your gun, get your gun, get your gun,
Johnnie show the Hun you're a son of a gun
Hoist the flag and let her fly, Yankee Doodle do or die
Pack your little kit, show your grit, do your bit
Yankees to the ranks from the towns and the tanks
Make your mother proud of you and the old Red White and 
Blue 

What seems to be the purpose of this song?

What else are they 
warning the Germans? 

Spartan wives used to say to their warrior husbands as 
they went into battle that they should come back “with 
their shields, or on them. What does that mean? 
How does this song reflect that sentiment?

What are some final instructions to the American “doughboy” as he heads 
off to war?  (there are two sets here)



Americans join the fight!
1. President Wilson tried to keep US out of the war. Why?

2. President Wilson realized most Americans saw the British 
as worthy of our support, and the Germans as evil. Why?

3. But, President Wilson had no hatred for the Germans. His 
reasoning:

– “Keep the world safe for democracy”

– End the “war to end all wars”

– Recreate a Europe based on “national sovereignty,” 
not on the whims of a few  powerful nations

1. He was a man of peace, and this was not an American conflict
2. He wanted to protect Americans, and Americans would die
3. Money: war is expensive, and America had been getting rich

1. The British had cut off our ability to get actual information
2. They then provided their version of what the Germans were doing





Building the military

• How many troops did the US have in 1914? (192)

• What does this say about our preparedness?

200,000

We were not at all ready to 
join the fight



Building the military

• 2 million men volunteered – why did they join? 
(p.192) (about 2/3 down the page)

• More were needed

• How do you get more?

• Heard of German atrocities
• To fight for democracy
• Duty to country

The Draft (selective service)
(forced to fight in the war)



“Kit” comparison

Your KIT is everything you need to go into battle.
Sometimes called your BATTLE RATTLE.



“Kit” comparison
American Doughboy (WWI) Modern American Soldier

What sort of differences do you see?



The American “doughboy”

Each U.S. Army "doughboy" was 
given 107 pieces of fighting 
equipment, including a rifle, rifle 
cartridges, a cartridge belt, a steel 
helmet, clubs, knives, a gas mask, 
wire cutters, a trench tool, bayonet 
and scabbard, and grenades.

He was also issued 50 articles of 
clothing, including three wool 
blankets and a bedsack.

Finally, he was also given eating utensils and 11 cooking implements.

What do you 
think the US 
soldier was 
issued before 
heading to 
Europe to 
fight?



The ultimate price of war

How many American casualties? (p. 192, last par.)

• 50,000 Americans killed in combat in one year

• 60,000 died of disease

• 200,000 wounded

• 200,000 men suffered from shell shock (of all 
military in war, not just Americans)

• Total deaths in World War I:

– 11 million military

– 7 million civilians

– 10 million injured 







What seem strange about this for modern warfare?



Much of the war on the Western Front was fought 
from this type of protective fortification.
What would you call it?
This campaign became known as “trench warfare”



Another view of the 
trenches.
Imagine life in the 
trenches… day after day.
What hardships would you 
face after several days in 
the trenches?
How might you make life 
better for yourself?



Others who joined

• Women joined

– Navy allowed them rank for first time

– Army refused, but did allow for nurses

• Minorities joined

• But minorities faced discrimination

• ~500,000 blacks, Asians,                             
Mexicans and                                                      
Puerto Ricans joined



Spanish Flu
• The common “flu” became a serious issue toward 

the end of the war

• Problem: the flu is VERY contagious

• Within a year, it became a world-wide epidemic –
no nations were spared

• The war did not start the flu, but the flu ended up 
killing more people than WWI

• 25-50 million people died from disease

• Some estimates push that # to 100 million
– 5% of the world’s population

– Worst disease since the Bubonic Plague

• 500,000 Americans



Why were WWI soldiers called “doughboys”?
• No one knows for sure, but it is usually associated JUST with American 

infantry, as far back as the Mexican War of 1846-1848, and died out right 
before WWII, in 1940. Some theories:

1. The foot soldiers wore brass buttons on their uniforms that looked like 
the flour dumplings or dough cakes called "doughboys.“

2. The soldiers used pipe clay that looked like flour to polish their white 
belts, and flour is used to make dough.

3. Observers noticed U.S. infantry forces were constantly covered with 
chalky dust from marching through the dry terrain of northern Mexico, 
giving the men the appearance of unbaked dough
– Also, the word “adobe” translates literally as “doughboy,” since they also 

resembled the dusty color of the mud bricks before being fired.

4. The soldiers of the 1840s and 1850s used to cook their field rations into 
doughy flour-and-rice concoction and bake it in the ashes of a camp fire.

5. One final explanation associating the word with World War I soldiers 
comes from the millions of doughnuts the female Salvation Army 
volunteers baked for the soldiers to take to the soldiers on the front line 
in France. However, this explanation ignores the usage of the term in the 
earlier wars.


